
Jesus is the Suffering Savior 
He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffer-

ŝŶŐ͘ �͙ �, Ğ�ǁ ĂƐ�ƉŝĞƌĐĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ŽƵƌ�ƚƌĂŶƐŐƌĞƐƐŝŽŶƐ͕ �ŚĞ�ǁ ĂƐ�ĐƌƵƐŚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ŽƵƌ�ŝŶŝƋƵŝƟĞƐ͕ �

the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are

healed. – Isaiah 53:3,5

s ĂůĞŶƟŶĞ͛Ɛ��ĂǇ�ĐĂƌĚƐ�ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶ�ǁ ŽƌĚƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂƌĞ�ĐŚŽƐĞŶ�ǀ ĞƌǇ�ĐĂƌĞĨƵůůǇ͘�dŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�ŵĞĂŶͲ

ŝŶŐĨƵů�ǁ ŽƌĚƐ�ŽĨ�ůŽǀ Ğ�ĂŶĚ�Ăī ĞĐƟŽŶ͘ �̂ ŽŵĞƟŵĞƐ�ǁ ŚĞŶ�ǁ Ğ�ĂƌĞ�ƐĞŶĚŝŶŐ�Ă�ǀ ĂůĞŶƟŶĞ�ƚŽ�

someone, we might even agonize over which words to use. We want to choose the

right words that express the deep love we have.

How about the words printed above by the prophet Isaiah? Would you include any

of his words in a card to your loved one? At first thought you would say, 

“Absolutely not!” Words like “despised… rejected… sorrows… suffering… punish-

ŵĞŶƚ͟ �ǁ ŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƐƚ�ĐŚŽŝĐĞ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�s ĂůĞŶƟŶĞ͛Ɛ��ĂǇ�ĐĂƌĚ͊ ��Ƶƚ�ƚŚĞ��ŝďůĞ�ƐƵƌƉƌŝƐĞƐ�

us. These words from God are really a wonderful expression of his true love for

people. �ŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ�ŽŶ�ƉĂŐĞ�Ϯ
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February 14, 2016
3:00pm
/ŶƐƚĂůůĂƟŽŶ�̂ Ğƌǀ ŝĐĞ
of Pastor Jacob Hoff 

All are invit-
ed to join us
as Pastor
Jacob Hoff 
is installed
as an Asso-
ciate Pastor
at St. Paul’s.

The service will be on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 14th at 3:00pm. Pastor Ian
Headrick, associate pastor at Christ
Lutheran Church in Big Bend, will
be the guest preacher. Pastor
Headrick and Pastor Hoff are 
friends and classmates.

The worship service, along with the
ZŝƚĞ�ŽĨ�/ŶƐƚĂůůĂƟŽŶ͕ �ǁ ŝůů�ďĞ�ůĞĚ�ďǇ�
WĂƐƚŽƌ��ĚĂŵƐ͘ �KƵƌ��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ��ĂǇ�
School students and our Adult
Choir will be singing for that service
as well. Neighboring pastors will
ĂůƐŽ�ďĞ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞƌǀ ŝĐĞ͘�

Following the worship service, all
our invited to join us in the school
for a welcoming meal.

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
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6881 S. 51st Street ▪ Franklin, Wisconsin

Pastors Brian Adams & Jacob Hoff



Midweek Lent

2016
This year, the theme for our Mid-

week Lent service is: “Ironies of

the Passion.” KŶĞ�ĚŝĐƟŽŶĂƌǇ�ĚĞͲ

Į ŶĞƐ�ŝƌŽŶǇ�ĂƐ�͞ Ă�ĐŽŵďŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�

circumstances or a result that is

the opposite of what . . . might be

expected.” Jesus’ passion is filled 

with irony.

The Midweek Lent worship ser-

vices begin on Wednesday, Febru-

ary 10th at 3:30 pm & 6:30 pm.

This year’s schedule is:

Feb. 10 - ͟ dŚŝƐ�ŵĂŶ�ǁ ĞŶƚ�ŚŽŵĞ�:ƵƐƟͲ

fied’ (Pastor Brian Adams)

Feb. 17 - ͞ /ƚ�ŝƐ��ĞƩ Ğƌ�dŚĂƚ�KŶĞ�D ĂŶ�

Die for the People.” (Pastor

Peter Unnasch)

Feb. 24 - ͞ , Ğ�, ĂĚ��ĞĞŶ�t ĂŶƟŶŐ�ƚŽ�

See Jesus.” (Pastor Joel

Gaertner)

Mar. 2 - “We Have No King but Cae-

sar!” (Pastor Jacob Hoff) 

Mar. 9 - “Don’t You Fear

God?” (Pastor Larry

Ellenberger)

Mar. 16 - “Not During the Feast”

(Pastor Dan Marshall)

New Church Organ

God has blessed St. Paul’s for 150 years

with his Grace. Out of thanks for God’s

grace, we began to undertake the pro-

ũĞĐƚ�ŽĨ�ƌĞƉůĂĐŝŶŐ�ŽƵƌ�ĞǆŝƐƟŶŐ�ŽƌŐĂŶ͘ �dŚĞ�

final cost of the organ was $58,150. To 

date, we have received $49,377.

�ŽŶĮ ĚĞŶƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�>ŽƌĚ�ǁ ŝůů�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ƚŽ�

bless our efforts, the decision was 

made to purchase the new organ. By

ordering it sooner than later, there

were some significant cost savings.  

During the week of February 1st, the

new organ was installed here at St.

WĂƵů͛Ɛ͘ �/ƚ�ŝƐ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ƵƐĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�Į ƌƐƚ�ƟŵĞ�

on February 7th and 8th in our worship

services.

VBC 2016
dŚŝƐ�ƐƵŵŵĞƌ͛Ɛ�s ĂĐĂƟŽŶ��ŝďůĞ��ĂŵƉ�ĚĂƚĞƐ�

are July 25-29 - 9am - 3pm. It is available

for children age 3 through Grade 6. Please

ǁ ĂƚĐŚ�ĨŽƌ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ůĂƚĞƌ�ƚŚŝƐ�

Spring.

�ŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƉĂŐĞ�ϭ

The first thing to understand is that Isai-

ĂŚ�ǁ ĂƐ�ǁ ƌŝƟŶŐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�:ĞƐƵƐ͘ �:ĞƐƵƐ͕ �' ŽĚ͛ Ɛ�

Son, was sent to earth to be the world’s

Savior. The Bible tells us that because of

sin there was punishment looming for

all people. But Jesus took that punish-

ment on himself. Jesus is our Savior

who suffered for sinners. He took all 

this suffering on himself, including 

death on a cross, so that people would-

n’t suffer eternally. 

The second thing to remember is that

we are talking about something very

personal to all of us. We were the ones

Jesus came to suffer for. We were the 

ones who were headed to the punish-

ŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ĞƚĞƌŶĂů�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƟŽŶ�ĨƌŽŵ�' ŽĚ͘ �

K Ƶƌ�ƐŝŶĨƵů�ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚƐ͕ �ǁ ŽƌĚƐ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ĂĐƟŽŶƐ�

condemned us. But as the prophet

wrote, “He was pierced for our trans-

gressions, he was crushed for our iniq-

ƵŝƟĞƐ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ƉƵŶŝƐŚŵĞŶƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ďƌŽƵŐŚƚ�ƵƐ�

peace was upon him, and by his wounds

we are healed.”

Jesus’ love for us is deep and long-

ůĂƐƟŶŐ͘�/ƚ ͛ Ɛ�ŶŽƚ�Ă�ƐŚĂůůŽǁ �ůŽǀ Ğ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁ Ğ�

might receive from others, or a love

that is here today and gone tomorrow.

Jesus’ love is eternal. He promises that

since he suffered and gave up his life for 

ƵƐ͕ �ŚĞ�ǁ ŝůů�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ƚŽ�ůŽǀ Ğ�ƵƐ�ĞĂĐŚ�ĂŶĚ�

every day.



Welcome Pastor Jacob Hoff 

Food/Pantry

Shower for

Pastor Hoff & 

Family
St. Paul’s would like to welcome

Pastor Hoff and his family by 

ŚŽƐƟŶŐ�Ă�ĨŽŽĚͬ ƉĂŶƚƌǇ�ƐŚŽǁ Ğƌ�

for them.

Non-perishable foods and

household items, such as:

cleaning, laundry supplies, etc.,

may be brought to church on

Sunday, February 14th. If you

prefer, a box will be available

ĨŽƌ�ŐŝŌ�ĐĂƌĚƐ�ĂƐ�ǁ Ğůů͘

These items may be brought to

either the Sunday morning ser-

ǀ ŝĐĞƐ�Žƌ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�/ŶƐƚĂůůĂƟŽŶ�̂ ĞƌͲ

ǀ ŝĐĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŌĞƌŶŽŽŶ͘ �

New Pastors’ Offices  
When the new church was built in 2010-2011, the plans included

future offices for the pastors at St. Paul’s. Those plans are now being 

ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ͘ �/ƚ�ǁ ĂƐ�ĞƐƟŵĂƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƚ�ǁ ŽƵůĚ�ĐŽƐƚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�Ψϭϴ͕ϬϬϬ�ƚŽ�

complete those

offices including 

all the electrical,

ŚĞĂƟŶŐ͕�Į ƌĞ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶ͕ �ĐĂƌƉĞƟŶŐ͕�ĐĞŝůŝŶŐ͕�ĚƌǇǁ Ăůů͕�ĞƚĐ͘�dŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�

generosity of St. Paul’s members, that amount has been fully do-

nated. Work has begun on the offices.  It is hoped that within the 

next month, or so, they will be completed. We thank all who have

helped on this project.

“The Hoff family consists of... Pastor/

Dad - Jacob, the second of four Hoff chil-

ĚƌĞŶ�ŐƌĞǁ �ƵƉ�ŝŶ�>ŝǀ ŽŶŝĂ͕ �D /͘�, Ğ�ĂƩ ĞŶĚĞĚ�

D ŝĐŚŝŐĂŶ� >ƵƚŚĞƌĂŶ� ^ĞŵŝŶĂƌǇ͕� D ĂƌƟŶ�

Luther College, and graduated from Wis-

consin Lutheran Seminary in 2013. Pas-

tor Hoff loves watching and playing both 

football and baseball (full disclosure, he

is a Lions fan, but he hopes you won't

hold that against him), hiking, camping,

and reading.

Laura/Mom - Laura, the eighth of eight

children split her childhood between

Johnson, MN and Hemlock, MI. She also

ĂƩĞŶĚĞĚ�D ŝĐŚŝŐĂŶ�>ƵƚŚĞƌĂŶ�^ĞŵŝŶĂƌǇ͕�

ƐƉĞŶƚ�ƐŽŵĞ�ƟŵĞ�Ăƚ�D ĂƌƟŶ�>ƵƚŚĞƌ��ŽůͲ

lege and Michigan Tech, was dabbling in

a few things when Jacob came along,

swept her off her feet, and now she is a 

happy stay at home mom. Laura likes to

ďĂŬĞ͕�ŚŝŬĞ͕�ĐĂŵƉ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƌĂŝƐĞ�ŚĞƌ�ůŝƩ ůĞ�

munchkins.

Gideon James - Gideon is a proud four

year old. He loves reading, baseball, and

as of this bio, "pretending the couches

are machines."

Molly Susan - Molly is a happy three

year old. She has never met a stuffed 

animal she didn't immediately love, and

as of this bio, her favorite thing to do is

feed the fish.  

Ezra Lenard - Ezra is a spunky, quick to

smile one year old. He thinks Christmas

trees are a lot of fun, and in general he

sees the world as a glass half full.

The Hoff's are excited to get to know 

their new family at St. Paul's!”



150th Anniversary

�ĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶ��ŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ
On Sep-

tember

20,

2015, St.

Paul’s

“kicked off” its year-long celebra-

ƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�' ŽĚ͛ Ɛ�' ƌĂĐĞ�Ăƚ�̂ ƚ ͘ �WĂƵů͛Ɛ�ĨŽƌ�

the past 150 years. On that date,

we had a special worship service,

along with a huge church picnic.

On Sun-

day, De-

cember

6th, a supper was served and fol-

lowed by the watching of the new

Synod video, “My Son, My Savior.”

Upcoming events that are being planned include helping

the Board of Elders to serve the dinner following the instal-

ůĂƟŽŶ�ƐĞƌǀ ŝĐĞ�ŽĨ�WĂƐƚŽƌ�, Žī ͘ �

On Sunday, March 13th, we will

watch the movie called The Return.

“In the Fairy Tale Village of Nod we

find a young woman, Leah,  who 

makes her living as a thief. Most of

her stealing goes to her evil master

Dybbuk. dŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ƵŶƟů�ŽŶĞ�ĚĂǇ͕�Ă�

huntsman, named Yadid comes to

town and changes her life for now

and eternity! “The Return” is an enter-

ƚĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ĂůůĞŐŽƌǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐŚĂƌĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂůǀ ĂƟŽŶ�ŵĞƐƐĂŐĞ�ŝŶ�Ă�ďĞĂƵͲ

ƟĨƵů�ǁ ĂǇ͘ In the telling of this tale one will discover the

truth!” The movie will be shown at 2pm in the church, fol-

lowed by dessert. Watch for a few more details in the fu-

ture.

The idea is also being explored to bring back the Ice Cream

Social following the Ascension Day Service on Thursday, May

5th.

dŚĞ�ϭϱϬƚŚ��ŶŶŝǀ ĞƌƐĂƌǇ�WůĂŶŶŝŶŐ��ŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞ�ĐŽŶƐŝƐƚƐ�ŽĨ͗ �E ĂŶͲ

cy Adams, Dawn Brightsman, Jane Koplein, Sherry Kosovich,

Theresa Mess, Chris Romeis, Carolyn Streeter. We thank

them for all of their work and planning.

St. Paul’s School

Science Fair
February 25th - 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm

Come and check out the Science

projects that have been made by

ŽƵƌ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�Ăƚ�ŽƵƌ��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ��ĂǇ�

School.

Altar Guild

Help Needed

Every week the Altar Guild prepares the

church sanctuary for worship. The altar

paraments are changed for the season of

ƚŚĞ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ǇĞĂƌ�Žƌ�ĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶ͘ �dŚĞ�ĐŽŵͲ

munion ware is prepared for communion

services. Banners are changed for differ-

ent events..

We are in need for more help to do this

work every week.

If you are interested in helping, please

contact Jane Koeplin at (414) 510-9291.

Kids Carnival—Wisconsin Lutheran High School
Where: Wisconsin Lutheran High School

330 Glenview Avenue - Milwaukee
When: February 21st, 1:00 - 3:30 pm
Ages: Age 3 - Grade 4
Cost: Children - $3 (includes 20 game tokens)

Parents/Grandparents - Free



Wisconsin Lutheran

High School Update

February 3, 2016

Wisconsin Lutheran High School’s dele-

gates met on February 3, 2016 to re-

view how God is blessing our school.

Pastor Phil Casmer from Christ the

>ŽƌĚ͕ ��ƌŽŽŬĮ ĞůĚ͕ �t /�ďĞŐĂŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�

ǁ ŝƚŚ�Ă�ĚĞǀ ŽƟŽŶ͘

SEAT EXPANSION TASK FORCE REPORT

– Dr. John Kolander, the chairman, pre-

sented the task force’s key findings and 

ĂŶƐǁ ĞƌĞĚ�ŬĞǇ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ͘ ���ŌĞƌ�ĐŽŶͲ

ĚƵĐƟŶŐ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ĂŶĚ�ŵƵůƟƉůĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌͲ

views with the principals, pastors and

parents of WELS schools which regular-

ly cannot get into WLHS because of

WLHS’ limited Choice seats, found

ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�Ă�ĚĞƐŝƌĞ�ĨŽƌ�ĂŶ�ĂůƚĞƌŶĂƟǀ Ğ�ŽƉͲ

ƟŽŶ͘ ��dŚĞ�ƚĂƐŬ�ĨŽƌĐĞ�ĐĂŵĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶͲ

ǀ ŝĐƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ĨĞĂƐŝďůĞ�ƚŽ�ĞǆƉůŽƌĞ�

ƐƚĂƌƟŶŐ� ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ� t �>^� �ŚŽŝĐĞ� ŚŝŐŚ�

school in the city. Those who are

stakeholders would expect it to have a

ĚŝƐƟŶĐƟǀ ĞůǇ�>ƵƚŚĞƌĂŶ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĞ�ůŝŬĞ�t >, ^�

and its grade schools; offer an inten-

ƟŽŶĂů�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ĨŽƌ�ƚƌĂŶƐŝƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ŚŝŐŚ�

school; have ministry partnership with

the city’s WELS schools and congrega-

ƟŽŶƐ͖ �ƉƌŽǀ ŝĚĞ�ĞǆƚĞŶĚĞĚ�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�

student success; and work in coordina-

ƟŽŶ—ŶŽƚ� ĐŽŵƉĞƟƟŽŶ—with WLHS.

They feel that the Choice climate is

right for this effort and there are op-

ƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌƐŚŝƉƐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�D >�͕ �

t >�͕ �ĨŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐĞƐ�ǁ ŚŽ�

care about the students whom WLHS is

not able to serve. However, a new

school would need its own governing

board. It is also acknowledged that

there are many challenges (e.g. govern-

ance, funding, policies, procedures,

ůŽĐĂƟŽŶ͕ �ĐƵƌƌŝĐƵůĂƌ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͕ �ƐƚĂĸ ŶŐ͕�

etc.) that would be to be addressed

before launching another school, espe-

cially under the umbrella of the WLHS

Conference (if the delegates would

want to do so). The board of WLHS is

now ready to use grant money to hire

or call a school developer who would

work with a revised task force to ex-

plore the idea and develop a sound

business plan over the next 18-24

months that could be brought to the

delegates for approval.

TUITION RATE SET – The delegates set

the 2016-ϮϬϭϳ �ĐŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ�ƚƵŝƟŽŶ�ƌĂƚĞ�

for $8,400 --even though the actual

costs look to be $11,910. Thank God

for donors and churches who make up

the difference! 

PROPOSED BY-LAW CHANGES – The

delegates gave input to several chang-

es that will be proposed for a vote on

June 1. These are a product of a study

ŽĨ�ĚĞůĞŐĂƚĞ�ƌŽůĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƟĞƐ�

ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�ĂƌĞ�ŝŶƚĞŶĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŬĞ�ƌĞĂůŝƐƟĐ�

ĞǆƉĞĐƚĂƟŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŶƵŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ĚĞůĞŐĂƚĞƐ�

ĨƌŽŵ� ƐŵĂůůĞƌ� ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶƐ� ĂŶĚ� ƚŽ�

bring long-ƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ�ŝŶƚŽ�ůŝŶĞ�

with by-laws of the conference. The

board will now review the comments.

WLHS ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT - Pas-

tor Kenneth Fisher, President of WLHS,

ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�t >, ^�ŚĂƐ�ĚƌĂŵĂƟĐĂůůǇ�

increased its bandwidth as the school

prepares to be able to move to an envi-

ronment next year where every stu-

dent will have his or her own Chrome-

book in class. In order to help the fac-

ulty prepare, they are receiving training

and each is being issued a leased lap-

top to use in the classroom.

He also asked for prayers for Pastor

Phil Huebner who holds our Campus

Pastor call. He noted with joy that our

wrestlers have repeated as Dual Con-

ference Champions. He explained that

there were several improvements in

the works including increased cameras

and new door security measures that

would soon be installed. He praised

' ŽĚ�ĨŽƌ�ůĞĂĚŝŶŐ�Ă�ŶĞǁ �ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů�

ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ďĂƉƟǌĞĚ͕ �ƚŽŽ͘ �&ŝŶĂůůǇ͕�ŚĞ�

noted that this summer, the last of the

ŽůĚ�ƌŽŽĨ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶƐ�ǁ ŝůů�ďĞ�ƌĞƉůĂĐĞĚ͕ �ĂƐ�

part of a plan to address some of the

long-term maintenance needs of the

school.

CONFERENCE FINANCIAL REPORT –

Mr. Mark Albrecht, the Conference

treasurer, reviewed the financial state-

ments for the current year which

showed the Conference making its loan

payments on schedule.

dŚĞ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ĐůŽƐĞĚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ǀ ŝĞǁ ŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�

new recruitment video and a prayer.



2016 WELS Night at
Miller Park

The third annual WELS Night at Miller

Park will be held Fri., July 29, 2016.

Mark your calendars and plan to join

thousands of WELS members for the

Milwaukee Brewers’ game against the

WŝƩ ƐďƵƌŐŚ�WŝƌĂƚĞƐ͘ �' ĂŵĞ�ƟŵĞ�ŝƐ�ϳ ͗ ϭϬ�

p.m.

The Brewers are again offering WELS 

members 50 percent off the price of 

ƟĐŬĞƚƐ͘ �̂ ĞĂƟŶŐ�ǁ ŝůů�ďĞ�ŝŶ�Ă�ďůŽĐŬ�ĨŽƌ�

WELS members. The pricing is Field

KƵƞŝĞůĚ� �Žǆ� ĨŽƌ� ΨϮϭͬ ƟĐŬĞƚ͕ � >ŽŐĞ�

KƵƞŝĞůĚ��Žǆ�ĨŽƌ�Ψϭϳ ͬ ƟĐŬĞƚ�Žƌ�dĞƌƌĂĐĞ�

ZĞƐĞƌǀ ĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�Ψϵ ͬ ƟĐŬĞƚ͘ �dŚĞ�ǁ Ğď�ůŝŶŬ�ƚŽ�

ƉƵƌĐŚĂƐĞ�ĚŝƐĐŽƵŶƚĞĚ�ƟĐŬĞƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�t �>^�

Night at Miller Park will be available in

March.

Last year more than 3,400 members

enjoyed an evening of baseball and

fellowship together as they watched

the Brewers defeat the Philadelphia

Phillies.

WELS News

Update
Conference of Presidents holds its

ǁ ŝŶƚĞƌ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ

The Conference of Presidents (COP)

ŵĞƚ�ĨŽƌ�ŝƚƐ�ǁ ŝŶƚĞƌ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ŽŶ�:ĂŶ͘ �ϭϭ-

15. Here are some of the highlights:

The COP said farewell to Nebraska Dis-

trict President Rev. Earle Treptow,

ǁ ŚŽ�ǁ ĂƐ�ĂƩĞŶĚŝŶŐ�ŚŝƐ�ůĂƐƚ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�

before beginning his work as a profes-

sor at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary.

Rev. Phil Hirsch is serving as the inter-

im district president. Rev. Joel Zank,

president of the Northern Wisconsin

District, was appointed to replace

dƌĞƉƚŽǁ �ĂƐ�Ă��KW�ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀ Ğ�ŽŶ�

the Synodical Council.

With five months remaining in the One 

ŝŶ��ŚƌŝƐƚ�ĚĞďƚ�ƌĞƟƌĞŵĞŶƚ�Ğī Žƌƚ͕ �Ψϭ͘ ϰ�

million had been received from con-

ŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĚŝǀ ŝĚƵĂůƐ�;ƚŚĞ�ƚŽƚĂů�ŝƐ�

now above $1.5 million). The district

ƉƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐ�ǁ ŝůů�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ƚŽ�ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞ�

ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ƚŚŝƐ�Ğī Žƌƚ�

through the end of June.

The COP authorized the appointment

ŽĨ�Ă�ƐƉĞĐŝĂů�ĐŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞ�ƚŽ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�

ǁ ŽƌŬ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�D ŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ�ŽĨ��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ�' ŝǀ Ͳ

ŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�ďƌŝŶŐ�ƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚĂƟŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�

any changes to the COP. The review is

not in response to any problem but is

simply an effort to be sure that the 

D ŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ�ŽĨ��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ�' ŝǀ ŝŶŐ�ŝƐ�ĨƵŶĐƟŽŶͲ

ing in the most beneficial way. 

The COP resolved that a special com-

ŵŝƩ ĞĞ�ǁ ŝůů�ƌĞǀ ŝĞǁ �ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂī �ŵŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ�

program, especially with the purpose

ŽĨ�ĐůĂƌŝĨǇŝŶŐ�ĚĞĮ ŶŝƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉŽůŝĐŝĞƐ�

and ensuring consistency throughout

the synod in how staff ministers are 

ƚƌĂŝŶĞĚ͕ �ĐĂůůĞĚ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ƵƟůŝǌĞĚ͘

The COP has asked the synod presi-

ĚĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ďƌŝŶŐ�ƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚĂƟŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�

ǁ ĂǇƐ�ƚŽ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀ Ğ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�

ĚĞůĞŐĂƚĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƐǇŶŽĚ�ĐŽŶǀ ĞŶƟŽŶƐ͘

The COP adopted “364 Days of

Thanksgiving” (developed by Rev. An-

drew Schroer) as the synod’s steward-

ship emphasis for 2016.

There are 81 vacancies for full-ƟŵĞ�

ƉĂƐƚŽƌ�ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶƐ͕ �ǁ ŝƚŚ�ϳ ϭ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ŝŶ�

ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶƐ͘ �dŚĞ�ƌĞŵĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ϭϬ�ĂƌĞ�

vacant missionary, professor, or other

pastor-ƚƌĂŝŶĞĚ�ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶƐ͘ �dŚŝƐ�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�

ŽĨ�ǀ ĂĐĂŶƚ�ƉĂƐƚŽƌ�ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶƐ�ŝƐ�ƐƟůů�ǁ Ğůů�

below the level at which it would be-

come a concern.

dŚĞ�ϮϬϭϱ�ƐǇŶŽĚ�ĐŽŶǀ ĞŶƟŽŶ�ƉĂƐƐĞĚ�Ă�

ƌĞƐŽůƵƟŽŶ�ĂƐŬŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�̂ ǇŶŽĚŝĐĂů��ŽƵŶĐŝů�

to give high priority to the calling of a

director for Youth and Family Ministry.

�ŌĞƌ�ĐŽŶƐƵůƚĂƟŽŶ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ��ŽŵŵŝƐͲ

sion on Youth and Family Ministry and

the Commission on Adult Discipleship,

the COP was convinced that a director

should be called to serve as director of

both commissions. The COP is asking

that the Synodical Council give this

ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ�ŚŝŐŚ�ƉƌŝŽƌŝƚǇ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝƐƚ�ŽĨ�ƵŶͲ

funded programs.

Serving in Christ,

President Mark Schroeder

&ŝŌǇ�ƐƉĞĂŬĞƌƐ�Į ƌĞ�ƵƉ�D >��ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�Ăƚ�

Evangelism Day

“Your Kingdom Come” was the theme

ŽĨ�D ĂƌƟŶ�>ƵƚŚĞƌ��ŽůůĞŐĞ͛Ɛ�ϭϭƚŚ�ĂŶŶƵĂů�

Evangelism Day on Jan. 20.

The day opened with worship led by

Rev. Mark Jeske, pastor at St. Marcus,

Milwaukee, Wis., and Time of Grace

Ministries. Then about 50 pastors,

teachers, missionaries, staff ministers, 

and lay leaders addressed students



about what’s happening out there and

how students can further prepare

themselves to share the gospel: with

Mormons, with the poor, in Spanish, in

ƵƌďĂŶ�ĐĞŶƚĞƌƐ͕ �ŽŶ�ĚŝŐŝƚĂů�ƉůĂƞŽƌŵƐ͕ �

through early childhood ministries—

the list goes on and on.

One highlight this year was a presenta-

ƟŽŶ�ďǇ�ĂŶ�D >��ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƌƐĞͲ

ĐƵƟŽŶ�ŽĨ��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐ�ŝŶ�̂ ǇƌŝĂ͘ This stu-

ĚĞŶƚ͕ �Ă�^ǇƌŝĂŶ��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ�ŚŝŵƐĞůĨ͕ �ŚĂƐ�

taken Bible classes and joined our fel-

lowship. His family remains in Syria—

and we pray for them.

�ŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ŚŝŐŚůŝŐŚƚ�ǁ ĂƐ�Ă�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�

by Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary Pro-

fessor Daniel Leyrer, who spoke spe-

cifically to junior and senior men in pre

-seminary studies about how they can

ĞƋƵŝƉ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�

evangelism.

MLC conducts its annual Evangelism

�ĂǇ� ŝŶ�ĐŽŶũƵŶĐƟŽŶ� ǁ ŝƚŚ� ƚŚĞ� t �>^�

Commission on Evangelism and Com-

mission on Lutheran Schools. All stu-

ĚĞŶƚƐ�ĂƩ ĞŶĚ�Ă�ďůĞŶĚ�ŽĨ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�

ĞůĞĐƟǀ Ğ�ǁ ŽƌŬƐŚŽƉƐ͘

“It’s a day set aside so that the Spirit

can fill the hearts of both faculty and 

students with ĞǆĐŝƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŐƌĂƟͲ

tude,” said MLC President Mark

Zarling. “Excitement as we learn more

about the amazing things the Lord Je-

sus is doing through the gos-

pel. ' ƌĂƟƚƵĚĞ�ĂƐ�ǁ Ğ�ƚŚŝŶŬ�ŽĨ�ĂůŵŽƐƚ�ϱϬ�

people who come to New Ulm and

share with us the good news about the

power of the Good News.”

^ƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞĚ�ĞŶƚŚƵƐŝĂƐƟĐĂůůǇ�ƚŽ�

the day, each with their own memories

of the speaker who brought them to

tears, the ministry opportunity they’d

never considered before, the “aha mo-

ment.”

“This ĚĂǇ�ŶŽƚ�ŽŶůǇ�ŵŽƟǀ ĂƚĞƐ�ƵƐ�Ăůů͕͟ �

�ĂƌůŝŶŐ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ͕ � ͞ ďƵƚ� ŝƚ�ŬĞĞƉƐ�ƵƐ�

grounded in our mission as a college

ĂŶĚ�ŽƵƌ�ĐŽŶŶĞĐƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�' ƌĞĂƚ��ŽŵͲ

mission.”

t �>^�̂ ĐŚŽŽůƐ��ĐĐƌĞĚŝƚĂƟŽŶ

The WELS Commission on Lutheran

^ĐŚŽŽůƐ�ĂĐĐƌĞĚŝƚĂƟŽŶ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ĨŽƌ�t �>^�

early childhood schools, grade schools,

and high schools is seeing significant 

growth.

t �>^�^ĐŚŽŽů��ĐĐƌĞĚŝƚĂƟŽŶ�;t �>^^�Ϳ�

evaluates a school’s ministry based on

^ĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŽƵŶĚ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĂů�ƉƌŝŶͲ

ciples.

Mr. Tom Plitzuweit, associate director

of the WELS Commission on Lutheran

Schools, explains that schools are eval-

uated on 15 different standards during 

a three-day visit at the school. The

standards center around all WELS

schools’ core mission–to share God’s

Word. Both strengths and weaknesses

ĂƌĞ�Ğǀ ĂůƵĂƚĞĚ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ĂŌĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ǀ ŝƐŝƚ͕ �ƚŚĞ�

school develops an improvement plan

to maintain strengths and improve

weaknesses that correlates with the

five-ǇĞĂƌ�ĂĐĐƌĞĚŝƚĂƟŽŶ�ĐǇĐůĞ͘

D ƌ͘�D ĂƌŬ�KƩ Ğ͕�ƉƌŝŶĐŝƉĂů�Ăƚ�EĞďƌĂƐŬĂ�

Evangelical Lutheran High School, Wa-

co, Neb., says, “There are many bene-

Į ƚƐ�ƚŽ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂĐĐƌĞĚŝƚĂƟŽŶ�

ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ĂƐ�ĂŶǇ�ƟŵĞ�ǇŽƵ�ƚĂŬĞ�ĂŶ�ŝŶ-

depth look at everything you do you

are bound to find reasons to rejoice 

and thank God for the blessings that

he has bestowed on your school. Ac-

ĐƌĞĚŝƚĂƟŽŶ�ĂůƐŽ�ǁ ŝůů�ĐĂƵƐĞ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŽ�ƋƵĞƐͲ

ƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĞƌŚĂƉƐ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀ Ğ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�

in ways that you might not consider.

The single greatest benefit to the ac-

ĐƌĞĚŝƚĂƟŽŶ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ŝƐ�ŝƚ�ĨŽĐƵƐĞƐ�ǇŽƵ�

back on the fundamental reasons why

your school exists, which is to share

the gospel with families and children.”

Currently, 118 early childhood centers,

grade schools, and high schools are

t �>^^��ĂĐĐƌĞĚŝƚĞĚ͕ �ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƟŽŶƐ�

reaching 130 accredited schools by the

end of 2017.

“We want to do our best with what

God has given us, and we want to

share God’s Word with the next gener-

ĂƟŽŶ͘ �/Ŷ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�ƚŽ�ĚŽ�ƚŚĂƚ͕ �ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ĐĂŶ�

compare the quality of their programs

ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ� ŶĂƟŽŶĂůůǇ� ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝǌĞĚ� ƐƚĂŶĚͲ

ards in a yearlong self-study process,”

ƐĂǇƐ�WůŝƚǌƵǁ Ğŝƚ͘ �͞ �Ɛ�t �>^^��ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ�

to grow, we have a need for more peo-

ple to serve on site teams. This year

we had over 100 captains, consultants,

and team members, and as it grows

we will need even more. We already

have 36 site visits scheduled for 2016-

2017, which is the highest year we

have ever had.”

t ŚŝůĞ�t �>^^��ŝƐ�Ă�ƐǇŶŽĚ�ĂĐĐƌĞĚŝƚĂƟŽŶ͕ �

ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝǌĞĚ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂůůǇ�ĂƐ�ƉĂƌƚ�

ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů��ŽƵŶĐŝů� ĨŽƌ�Wƌŝǀ ĂƚĞ�

^ĐŚŽŽů��ĐĐƌĞĚŝƚĂƟŽŶ�ĂƐ�ǁ Ğůů�ĂƐ�ŵĂŶǇ�

ƐŵĂůůĞƌ�Ɖƌŝǀ ĂƚĞ�ĂĐĐƌĞĚŝƚĂƟŽŶ�ĂŐĞŶĐŝĞƐ�

ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ĂĐĐƌĞĚŝƚĂƟŽŶ�ĂŐĞŶĐŝĞƐ͘

D ƌ͘�D ĂƩ ŚĞǁ ��ĂƵĞƌ͕�ƉƌŝŶĐŝƉĂů�Ăƚ�^ƚ͘ �

Mark’s Lutheran School, Citrus

Heights, Calif., says, “Being accredited

is an easy way to communicate to cur-

ƌĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽƐƉĞĐƟǀ Ğ�ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁ Ğ�

take our mission of ‘serving families

ǁ ŝƚŚ�ĞǆĐĞůůĞŶĐĞ�ŝŶ��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͛ �

very seriously.”


